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wln?n wfjr^hipdn: may omfi tbrwaj^ to mal« or renew a profes- 

sion ai faitlL Also callc'l ^invitaiiitn. 
al'tar* piece (ul/t.^r- tS^f) it. a piece of artwork, such as a 

paintmg or carving, th? t w placed above and beihind an altar, 
ohar rail n. a railia £ Izl frozit of the altar that separates the 

chancel from the rest o: 9 cKurcK. 
Al-tay Mountains -jlfxi'). See Ahoi Movnwiru. 

afT*aZ'i»tnUth [Sl-tfl:r3-lQ9th) ^ 1. a mounting far uKtro- 
pamicru tta6£cap6s th&t peimlts both horizontal and vertical ro- 
tation. 2, A telescope having iucK a mounting. pii.T(crui>E) + 

Alt-dQrf (illt^dDrf). /•. tfiwn cd central S^itzerUnd nfiar the 
southeast tip o£ the Lai e of Lucerne. A statue commemorates the 
Icjtoidiiry e^^ploits of A'/lUiam TeU, marking the spot whexe h« 
supposed!/ shot ;m :ipp^ o££ his son*^ h&ii± PopulATla:^, a,2U0. 

AI'ton*burg (al'tan-bOrg', -bddrkO- A city of east-central 
Qi^rmaxiy L-outh, oi L^pc.ig. It was built on the site o£ early ninth- 
oentury Slavic fgrtifie^AOivi- Population, 54,999. 

al'tsr (Ol'tar) I), -terc-d, -ter'lng, "ters. — tr-. 1. To change or 
matce different; mcdify: alttirtd my Wilt To adjust (a garment) 
for a better fit. 3. To n^tratcf or ypny (un aniniul, such na a cat 
01' a dt^. — intr. To c>i£aige or become diifcTcnt. [REddle En^jw 
liih. altfren. from Old '-French aherer. from Medicviil Latin aZtc- 
TffTst^ .ttim T iffin altisTf itfafiT. See ol- ^ In Appendix.} 

(]l*ter»a*ble <dlft3r->-bel) ady. That can be altL*n;cl: altarabU: 
dothin^i alierubl£ cQjuiitinni of employment. — artor-fi'bil'i' 
ty, al^tWQ'Wc^noM jt, — ol'tcr-o-tly adv. 

fli - ter* a * tion (ol ' ta- -a ' 4han) ti. Abbr. al». K The act or pro- 
cedure of alteimg. 2, The condition rwulting from alterLftg; mod- 
ification. 

ai»Ter-a-tive (51'ts--a'ttv, -t^r-^-iiv) adj. l. rending to alter 
OI' produce alteration. 2, Medicine. TendiTig to TT;r.ton! Id nurmal 
health. — aiteratlve n Medicine. A traatiDent or Tncdlcatjon 
&at Ti::;torfcjt be^th. 

Cil*ter*CCIte (61 ^tar-k; if) iwtr.u. -cot- od^ -catling, -cotes. To 
anfuft Or dispute vehfim-aitly; wrangle. (Latin attercSrf, altei'cit-, 
to quarrel, teim alter, f th^r. See <A- ^ in Append IT ) 

dl*tor«CCI«tlon (ai't;.r-karsbsn) a vchCTPOirt quaxTd. 

alter ego n. 1. Ano- her side nl oneudf; second self. 2^ An 
hrtimate friend or a co'Utant companion. [Lt^tin : aiicr, oth<^ + 
X, seil.j 

al'tcr'nar'I'Q (fll'ta^nfir'fi-a, ai'-) n. Any of vatiovs fpnRi 
in bb« ^clU3 Al^fitnar'O, uany of Mtrhich cauae plant disea&es, 
diiejQy blight;; and lea-f >pgt^ [New Labn, g^nus hauu. from Lat- 
in aitemus. alternate. See ALXj^tlfA-rfi.] 

ql-t^r^nette (ol't9r.*i;ak', ai/-) d. -iwit>e<I, -not- tng, -notes. 
— iirtr. K To occur in Tucecssdvc turns; i/roujcm alhmiaiing unik 
stmahine. 2. To pans iwck and forth trfsm one state, action, or 
place tp anOlhi^. automated batwem h&ppitie^ and dfipre^^otl. 
— rr, 1' To <Jo ot c?cpcutc by turns. 2* To tause to loUow in 
turns; interchange regvlariy. —altETfiote (-nit) cdj. 1. S£ippet>. 
ing or following in tun -5: succeeding eaA other contin\iou5i3r: ci- 
t&mate tcaioni cif the y&n. Sea Usfige Note at atfamoTive. 2. 
Design atitjfi Or rcl^tjnj'. to every Other onfe of a sanes: alternate 
tiTte3. 3. Serving or WKd in place of another; .■substitute; on ai- 
temate plan. 4. Bora iv. a. Arranged singly at each node, as 
li^vex or buds on a sti m. b. Arranged regularly between otiier 
p:iTt5, as stamcris bctw-ccn petal's. — altemate (-lut) n. Ahbr. 
nit. I, A person actiD j in the place of anoliicr; a substitute. 2. 
An alternative. [Lati i oZtentdw, altemOt-. from oitcrnvj. by 
turns, Iitiin (titcrr^ £itha: . See al- * in Appendix.] — al'ier-noTo- 
iy ad». — al>lcr*natQ-n«ss n. 

al* tor •note angle col'tor-nit, al'-) n_ Mazhematict. One of 
a pair of nonadjacent angles on opposite yidcs of a tran«fviirsal that 
cuts two lines. The ang .es are both exterior or both interior to the 
t^o lines. 

alternate host n. 1 . Ot3s at two species of host on which some 
pathogens, such Cain rust fun^, must dev^p to 'complete 
their cycles- 2_ a iipceics of hn^-t other tHun thie pvikicip&l host 
on ^x^hicll a parasite .c»n survive. 

<il*t9r*Rat-ing cvrrent (ol'tsr^a'Eng, aif-) n. Ahhr. ae* 
AC An electric currenr- that reverses direction in a circuit at tcH- 
ular intervals. 

al-ter*nCi-tEon (Ul'tar-Tia'shao, 51'-) ^i- Successive ch:mg& 
from oTie thing or stat>: to another and back agnin. 

dllemotion of generations n. rim regular alternation of 
Sorms or of mode of rcnroduction in the life cycJe of an or^ani-tm, 
such as ih<F ^tersatidiL between diploid And baplold phases, or 
between sexual aod astwal rcptodunlive cycles. Also rn11>Hl Ttmt- 

oJ -ter- na -tive (al-t ■ir/na-Cv, al-) n. l . o. The choice between 
two mutually ibcduvive pD:«ifaaHt2±^. b. A Situation presesmng 
suidi a choioe, c Eitl er of these possJbiliticj;. See Synonyms at 
choice. 2, Usage Problem. One of a number of things- from which 
one must bs chosen. — attemotive adj. 1. Allowing or neceasi- 
taOiJE a choice bawe« a two or more things. 2, a. Existing out- 
iide traditicnsJ qr cTtr.blishcd institutions or syctems: tat aUema- 
Hferr^lc b, yj^.ti^n^ nr T^scting values that ans di££exent 
trojn those of the rertai 'lishmcnt; an a^Demz^zDc r.ciospaptrr: citer- 
Titflnjd g r ee ti ng cards. — al*tcT/nn*tive*ly adv. 

USagb motb: Some traditlonahsis hold that airemctivc should 
be ;;5ed only In tituatli ns wken* the number of choicest involved is 
EXictlv two. because t. i the word*3 KisUiritii relation lo L^lin el- 



pw, "the other of twq." H.W. Fowler, among others, has consid- 
ered this restriction a fetish. The Usage Panel is evenly divided on 
the issue, with 49 percent accepting the sentence 0/ the tkme alr- 
tcmctivsfj th^ firr.t is ihc ledfii distasteful • Aitemotwff is also 
sometimes used to refer to a vaciunt or substitute in cases where 
there is nO elwaent ol choice involved, asmWevnUdQ onr bent to 
secure alternatiw t^playmcnt for ernployees displaced by the 
clo^ng of the factory, This sentence is unacceptable to 60 percent 
of the Usage Panel. • Alternative should not be confuiied with 
aJtmwte, Correct usage requires T}\e daw vHU meet on aitcnrntr. 
(not altematwe) Titesdai^. 

altemcitive school n. A school that is nontradititjnal, espe- 
cially in educational ideaLr, methods ol teaching, or cuniculum. 

ol'ter^nct'tor (ai/tar^nS'tar, ai'-) B. An electric generator 
that produces aitemating current. 

al*the*a also dJ*rhoe-a (fil-th6'9) n. 1* Sec rtse af Shdmi 
C^cnse 1). 2. See hallyhodc. [Latin, mallows, froin c?reeJc oZ- 
thaiot from althainevh to >M?al. see dl-^ in Appendix.] 

ah*horn (alt/hurtt'J or AIr*Korn ». Mri^ic Any of several 
upright, valvcd brasQ wind in!:truinents used especially in band«. 
[German : alt^ alto (from Italian alttt; see ai.to) + Horn, horn," from 
Middle High German, from Old High German. See ker- ' In Ap- 
pendix.] 

al-though also'qrtbp (&l-iAd/) conj. Regardless of the fact 
that; even though. [Middle English ; ol, all; see avt. + though, 
thoujih; .>:ee thocch.} 

USAGE NOYEi As conjunctions, aUhxmgh and thov^h are £en» 
errdly interchangeable; Ait/iougA (or tixaugh) the simled, »?te was 
angrtf. Although is usually placed at the bcsj™=iiiiS its clause (as 
in the preceding example), whereas thounh may ocxur cisewhere 
And is the more cammon term when used to link words or phrases, 
as in touer tficv-gh poorer^ or in constructious such as Fond though 
(not although) I am of opera, Pd raifu^ no* xit through the Ring 
cycle this toaektmd. 

al*tim»e*ter (al-tlm'i-tar) a. An instrument for dctcnnSning 
elevation, espceiaiiy an aneroid bawmeter used in aircraft that 
senses pressure changes accojnp.-inying changes in altitude. [La> 
in alius, high: see al-* in Appendix + -MSTEB-J — dl'H-met'Hc 
(H't9-m5l'rfk) adj. — al'fim'e-lry rt. 

a]*ri*pla*no (Hl'tl-pla/nO) n.. ^. kios. a hi^h pUitcau, a^ in 
the Andean rcf^on; of Bolivia, Peru, and Argentina. [American 
Spaniah : Latin attWt high; see aU^ in Appendizt Latin plofoiTn, 
pLin; see plane'.} 

al -ti-tude (ai'tl-tood', -tyobd') n. Abbr. olt. t. Hie height of 
a thing above a reference levelt especially above stta level or above 
the e*LTth'!!; •niriace. See Synonyms at elevation, 2. A high loea-* 
tion or area. 3. A^trunomy. The angular distance of a celestial 
object above the borizoni 4. The perpcndieular distance ii^ona the 
base of a geometric figure to the opposite vertex, pnraUt^l side, or 
parnllei surface. 5. High position or rank. [IdlddiG English, from 
Latin oititiidd, from aitus, high. See al-* m Appendix.) — d'- 
tl^tv/di-nal (-to>5drn-al, -tyodd'-) adj. 

aJtitude ^ickne^ n. a collection of symptoms^ rnclnding 
shortness of breath* headache, and nosebleed, hroa^t on by de- 
creased o^gen In die atmosphere, such as th^it encountered at 
high altihidei:. 

al*to (U'ta) pi ol'To^ Abbr. Mmic. l. Alow, female 
Tlngtrg voice; a contralto. 2, A countertenor. 3. The ran^ be* 
twccn jio prune and tenOT. 4. A singer whose voice lies within this 
range. 5, An instrument that rounds within this range. 6, A 
vocal or Instrumental part written for a voice or ar instrument 
within Ihiv range. — attrUmtive. Often used to jnodify another 
noun: an aitojivtei an aita balalaika. [Zbilian, from Latin alfUS, 
hijjVi See ol-^in Appendix.] 

otto clef n. Afnstc. The C clef positioned to indite that the 
third line from the bottom of a staff r^exescjit? the pitch oT middle 
CL 

ol*>tO*CU*mUrlus (Sl'tO-ky^'my^las) n. A doud tormation 
of rounded, lleeOy, white Or gray masses. [Latin cZrus. high; sec 
au3 in Appendix; + ctkuhjb ] 

al«tO«geth«er (M't»-g£t^'ar) adv. T. £ntxtply; ecnnplcteiy; 
utterly: tost tha TV picture altogether; an atzogether new ap- 
proach, 2. With all included Or counted: all told: There were 
oitbfiwtfwr 20 people at the dinner. 3. On the whole; with e«- 
ry thing considered: Altogether, Pm sorry it h.cpp«7icd. 
—olTogettier n. A state of nudiiy. Oft=n uaeii wilh c/ic: in 
altogether. [Middle English al togedin- : al, all; see all + to^cder, 
together; see togezhzs.) 



OSACB NOTE: Altogeth^ sJipuld be distinguished- from aU to- 
gether. All togeth&r is used of a grt^vp to jndicahs that its members 
perioraied pr undeiwent an action coUactively: Th« nctitrns .ttood 
all together. The prvasTurrs wsre herded all together. AU together 
can be used only ii it is poari'Slr to rephrase the sentence so that 
aU and togetJicr may be separated by other words: The books toy 
aU together tn o hsap. AU the fccofci iny tngeth^r in a heap. Atto- 
gzther should be used only when the sens^ umld be expressed by 
entirely or CQTT.pletely. 

Al 'ton (cl'ton). A mty cf southwest Illinois on bluffs of the 
^sippi River north af St. Luun^, Missouri. Lewii and Clark* spent 
the winter of 1QG3- iust zcuLh o£ the aile. PoDulAticu. 3^.171. 




ohazbnuth 

wtid iBthr-century 
Russian tdescooe built by 
Mikhail V. LnmonTOnv 
(1711-nC6) 





ft pat 
a pay 
fir care 
a father 
e pet 
t be 
1 pit 
I pie 
Ir pier 

ij pot 
6 toe 
O paw 



oi boy 
ou out 
Sb cook 

Gb DOOC 
u cut 
ur urpjc 

th thin 
th cbaa 
hw which 
zh vision 
a about, itt2ft 
♦ rtij^ionniiviD 
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